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every Rahway resident. Stay informed about 
what’s going on in our City. 

Right here. Right now.
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The City of Rahway’s 
Holiday Tree Lighting 
celebration will be the 
31st annual event of 
its kind in the city’s 
recent history. Tradi-
tionally, the chosen tree is 
decorated with thousands of 
lights and topped with a 
traditional star. 

�e event, which begins at 
7 p.m. will feature the 

Rahway High School band 
and Chorus, and photos with 
Santa in the Recreation 

Center immediately follow-
ing. Viewers all around the 
city and outerlying towns 

are invited to participate in 
this beloved and annual 
Rahway holiday tradition.

�e first formal Rahway 
Tree Lighting took place in 
1981. Every year thousands 
of viewers turn out for this 
annual event to officially 
kick-off the Holiday Season.  

Please join us this year at 
Rahway City Hall Plaza. 
Further details are listed on 
this page.
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Where: City Hall Plaza
Featuring Rahway High 
School band and Chorus; 
photos with Santa in 
Recreation Center 
immediately following

Holiday Craft Show
and Pet Market 
Friday, November 25
Time: 5 – 9 p.m.
Saturday, November 26 
Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Pet Photos with Santa 
Saturday, noon – 2 p.m.

Mayor’s Message 2

City Updates 3

ArtsRahway! 5

Arts Guild NJ 6

LightSoundSpace 7

UC PAC Events 8

Event Calendar 9

Senior Scene 10

Water Update 11

The first formal Rahway Tree Lighting 

took place in 1981. Every year thousands 

of viewers turn out for this annual event…
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C I T Y  O F  R A H W A Y  U P D A T E S

Have you been thinking 
about doing something for 
your community?

Are you interested in learning 
about law enforcement?
Become an auxiliary 
police officer!

What is the 
auxiliary police? 
Auxiliary police officers are 
100% volunteer men and 
women who want to serve 
their community.

Auxiliary police officers have 
full police powers when 
working, are considered peace 
officers and have the oppor-
tunity to do many different 
things. �ey can direct traffic, 
perform crowd control, 
respond to emergencies, such 
as flooding, perform regular 
patrol functions, ride along 
with regular police officers on 
patrol and many other things, 
once they complete the 
Auxiliary Police Academy.

Training is done at Stamler 
Police Academy in Scotch 
Plains. �e training runs for 
approximately three months 
and covers everything from 
traffic control to self-defense, 
CPR, basic first aid, use of 
force and physical condition-
ing. It is also a great intro-
duction for those thinking of 
law enforcement as a career.

So What Do I Need To Do?
An applicant needs to be a 
United States Citizen, at least 
18 years old, have a clean 
driving license and no prior 
arrest history.

Also, you should reside in 
town, unless the town you 
live in does not have a police 
auxiliary program.

An Auxiliary Police Officer is 
expected to work a minimum 
of eight hours per month. 
�ere are many opportunities 
to work more hours with 
various details.

Training will continue once 
you complete the academy. It 
varies, but has included 
things such as ICS (incident 
command system), HazMat 
(hazardous materials) famil-
iarization and training as part 
of Rahway’s CERT 
(Community Emergency 
Response Team).

�ere is a rank structure as in 
the regular police department 
from corporal to chief. 
Promotions may be earned by 
those who work hard, 
participate, gain experience 
over time and exhibit leader-
ship.

�ere is fellowship, friend-
ship, a chance to learn new 
skills, become a force multi-
plier for our police depart-
ment and a way to give back 
to your community. If this 
sounds interesting to you – 
give us a call!

Remember this thought –
volunteers are unpaid, not 
because they are worthless, 
but because they are priceless.

For further information, Call 
Officer William Eicholz at 
(732) 827-2079 or email: 
weicholz@rahwaypolice.com

The streets that are 
scheduled to be resurfaced 
this fall are:

· Jefferson Avenue (Hamilton 
Street to Stone Street)

· Trussler Place (Madison 
Avenue to Jefferson Street)

· East Emerson (Pierce Street 
to Fulton Street)

· Seminary Avenue (Church 
Street to Fernote Street)

· West Lake Avenue 
(Madison Avenue to 
Jefferson Street)

· Linden Avenue (St. Georges 
Avenue to Hulick Place)

· Jefferson Avenue (Stone 
Street to Nicholas Place, 
Elm Avenue to Jefferson 
Avenue Bridge, and Bram-
hall Road to West Inman 
Avenue)

· Madison  Avenue 
(Intersections of Terrace 
Street, Murray Street, 
Concord Street and Orchard 
Street to West Inman 
Avenue)

· West Lake Avenue (125' 
west of Pierpont Street)

· Elm Avenue (250' East of 
St. Georges Avenue)

· Campbell Street (West 
Cherry Street to Elm 
Avenue)

· Richard Blvd. (At High 
School driveway)

· Main Street (East Milton 
Avenue to City Hall Drive)

· Maple Avenue (Southerly 
side, Madison Avenue to 
Old Lake Avenue)

· Broadway (Valley Road to 
Clark Twp.)

· Greslin Terace (at intersec-

tion of Revoir Drive)
· City Hall Plaza (behind 

City Hall)

Weather permitting, this 
project historically has been 
completed by mid-
November.
 
Parking will be restricted on 
the above streets during 
resurfacing, and motorists are 
asked to use extra caution 
when traveling through the 
area. All of the streets will be 
milled and will be topped with 
two inches of new asphalt. 
Curb, sidewalk and catch basin 
repairs or replacements will be 
made where necessary.

For additional information, call 
(732) 827-2183.

Pedestrians
· Always cross at corners, 

within marked crosswalks 
where available. 

· Look left, right and left 
again before crossing. 
Watch for turning cars. 

· Obey traffic signals, espe-
cially “Walk/Don’t Walk”. 

· Remain alert! Don’t assume 
that cars are going to stop. 

· Wear reflective clothing 
when walking at night. 

· Stay sober. Walking while 
impaired greatly increases 
your chances of being 
struck. 

Motorists:
· Yield to pedestrians in 

crosswalks. Failure to yield 
carries a fine up to $100.00 
and 2 point license penalty 
(39:4-36). 

· Watch for pedestrians 
when turning right on red. 

· Obey speed limits. 
· Do not block or park in 

crosswalks. 
· Be alert for pedestrian at all 

times. 

Children:
· Cross at intersections only. 
· Never cross from 

in-between parked cars. 
· Before crossing, look left, 

right and left again and 
listen for traffic. 

· Wear light colored or 
reflective clothing at night. 

· Obey all traffic signs and 
signals. 

· Avoid playing in driveways 
or on sidewalks near 
roadways. 

Seniors:
· Walk on sidewalks and 

cross only at corners, within 
marked crosswalks. 

· Wear bright-colored or 
reflective clothing, espe-
cially at night. 

· Look left, right and left 
again before crossing and 
be on the lookout for 
turning vehicles. 

· Make eye contact with the 
driver before crossing in 
front of a vehicle. 

· Learn the proper use of 
“Walk/Don’t Walk” signals. 

· Use the buddy system. 
Walk and cross with others 
when possible. 

· If possible do not walk at 
night during bad weather 
such as snow, rain or ice.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IS A

SHARED RESPONSIBILITY!

A: Street resurfacings and reconstructions are performed on an annual basis 
by private contractors and not the DPW. �e City Engineer recommends 
streets that are in the most need of resurfacing and reconstruction.

2011
STREET RESURFACING
Q: Will the city repave my street?

Rahway Police Auxiliary:
WANT TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE?

Welcome to  Rahway’s newest Auxiliary Police  Officers 
Pictured are 7 of the newest Rahway Police Auxilary O�cers follow-
ing  a graduation ceremony at the Union County Vo-Tech Building of 
May 10. �e Rahway Police Department would like to welcome these 
new o�cers to our department. Pictured above are : Auxiliary Officer 
Frank Pauling , Rahway Auxiliary Police Coordinator Officer William 
Oplinger , Auxiliary Officer Eric Aubin, Graduate Officers – Anthony 
Alexander, Juan Moreno, �omas Dononhue, Eveleyn Lozano , Man-
meet Singh, Shaquasia �ompson and Kenneth Seward. Rahway Police 
Officer Edward Lowe, Auxiliary Officer Guy Ewings, Rahway Council 
President David Brown, Auxiliary Sgt. Ricky Calderon, Cpl. Judi 
Dimaio, Cpl. Chris Gonczlik , Rahway Auxiliary Police Coordinator 
Detective William Eicholz, Rahway Auxiliary Police Chief Al Parker.
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FALL 2011 1st thursdays
Make it a night
Downtown!

experience
Arts Guild NJ and
LightSoundSpace

wine & dine
Stay local! 
�e Downtown
eateries are hot 
this season

5

�e Union County 
Performing Arts Center 
received a few improve-
ments over the summer 
months thanks to the Open 
Space, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund. You may hear the 
enhanced sound quality or 
see the upgrades to stage 
lighting, while other 
changes may not be so 
easily spotted – which is 
exactly the point.

One key rigging improve-
ment includes a new Fly 
System, or a theatrical 

rigging system, which is a 
series of lines (ropes), 
blocks (pulleys), counter-
weights and raised frames 
surrounding the stage. �is 
complex assembly enables a 
stage crew to quickly, 
quietly and safely fly (hoist) 
curtains, lights, scenery, 
stage effects and sometimes 
even people, like Peter Pan.  
Fly Systems are designed to 
move these theatrical 
components in and out of 
the audiences’ view to 
create the wonderful world 
we all know as performance 
theatre. 

JIM KENNEDY  |  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • RAHWAY ARTS DISTRICT

Ready to Fly!

UC PAC
Highlights 

Key improvements to welcome fall audiences
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Oct. 13 – 29
�e Laramie Project
8:00 p.m.
UC PAC
 
Oct. 23 – 
Nov. 17
NEXUS NJ 2011: 
Juried Exhibit for
NJ Artists
Reception: Sunday, 
October 23, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

Oct. 28
Trunk or Treat &
Halloween Parade
6-7:30 p.m.
Library parking lot/
Recreation Center
Info: (732) 669-3600

Nov. 4
Buddy Guy 
8:00 p.m.
UC PAC
 
Nov. 6
New Jersey Ballet's
CINDERELLA 
3:00 p.m.
UC PAC

Nov. 11
Veterans Day Ceremony
10:30 a.m.
Corner of W. Grand & 
St. Georges Aves. 
Info: (732) 381-8028

Nov. 13
Card Show
9-3 p.m. 
Rahway Senior
Citizens Center
1306 Esterbrook Ave.
Info: (732) 827-2094

Nov. 18
Franklin School
Tricky Tray
6 p.m.
Recreation Center
Info: (848) 467-1182
or (732) 770-1164

Nov. 25 & 26
Holiday Craft Show 
& Pet Market. 
5- 9 p.m.
Recreation Center
Info: (732) 669-3600.
Pet photos with Santa
12-2 p.m. Saturday

Nov. 25
Tree Lighting
7 p.m. City Hall Plaza

Nov. 27
Judy Collins & Arlo 
Guthrie: "Home for the 
Holidays" 
7:00 p.m.
UC PAC
 
Nov. 27, 2011 –
Jan. 5, 2012
TOYS & TOONS
Reception: Sunday, 
November 27, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

Dec. 3
Erin McKeown's 
Anti-Holiday Show 
8:00 p.m.
UC PAC

Dec. 9
A Rockin' Holiday 
Celebration 
starring Bobby Rydell, 
Jay Siegel & �e Tokens, 
�e Chantels, and 
more... 
8:00 p.m.
UC PAC

Dec. 10
Orchestra of St. Peter 
by the Sea 
8:00 p.m.
UC PAC

Dec. 11
Card Show
9-3 p.m. 
Rahway Senior
Citizens Center
Info: (732) 827-2094
Dec. 11
Knu�e Bunny: 
A Cautionary Musical 
3:00 p.m.
UC PAC

Jan. 15 – 
Feb. 2, 2012
STUDENT, 
FACULTY and 
MEMBERS SHOW
Reception: Sunday, 
January 15, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

Feb. 12 – 
Mar. 15, 2012
ROAD TRIP: 
MY AMERICA
Reception:  Sunday,
February 12, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

Mar. 25 –
April 26, 2012
A SUM OF HER 
PARTS
Reception: Sunday, 
March 25, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

May 6 –
June 7, 2012
PRISMATIC
Reception: Sunday, 
May 6, 1-4 p.m.
Arts Guild NJ

May 28, 2012 
(Memorial Day)
PowerBar 
Mayor’s Trophy 5K 
Run,  1 Mile Run, 100m 
Pee Wee Run, 5K Run. 
$1,000 in prize money. 
Free hotdog and soda, 
Classic car show and 
carnival rides.

NOVDECJAN
cityofrahwayevents

Simply
Captivating!
Keep your eyes peeled as 
you’re bouncing around 
Rahway and you’ll spot 
new window and 
storefront designs 
cropping up everywhere. 

Check out the new 
window at…
�e Captive Bead
1565 Irving Street

In a rain-date encore from 
August, the 2011 Mayor’s 
Summer Concert Series heats 
back up on November 3 with 
one of folk music’s biggest 
acts: Buskin & Batteau.  

Grammy, Emmy, and Gold 
Record-awarded singer-
songwriter-soloists David 
Buskin (piano) and Robin 
Batteau (electric-acoustic 
violin) have performed 
everywhere from Carnegie 
Hall to the Kennedy Center. 
In November they can add 
the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center to the list!

�eir songs have been 
featured in movies, in TV 
shows, in plays, and in 
award-winning books. Like 
Woody Guthrie, who wrote 
and sang radio jingles in 

Hollywood before becoming 
the songwriting legend 
revered today, they've 
contributed “short songs” like 
“All Aboard Amtrak” (sung 
by Richie Havens and others) 
and “�e Heartbeat of 
America” (sung by Aretha 
Franklin and others) to the 
harlequin American musical 
landscape. “Acoustic Heaven” 
exclaims the Boston Globe; 
“Irresistible” says the Wash-
ington Post; and the New York 
Times calls them “�e most 
sophisticated act in the 
genre.”

�e Buskin & Batteau Trio, 
with recovering physicist 
Marshal Rosenberg on 
mind-blowing percussion, 
will make it a memorable 
night in the Rahway Arts 
District. See you there!

Buskin and Batteau

For more info visit www.cityofrahway.com
or call (732) 669-3600

THE MAYOR’S SUMMER

CONCERT
SERIES
In November?
Buskin & Batteau
�ursday, November 3
7 p.m. • UC PAC
Free!



732-499-8226
www.ucpac.org

AT RAHWAY

ArtsRahway.com

UNION COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
AT RAHWAY

P R E S E N T S :P R E S E N T S :P R E S E N T S :

A Rockin’

Maybe

DECEMBER 9

The Lion Sleeps TonightThe Lion Sleeps Tonight

Tossin’ And Turnin’ Bobby Rydell

Buddy Guy
Buddy Guy
Buddy GuyBackline Concerts and Drusky
Entertainment present

BBBBBBBuuuuuuuBuBBBuBuBuBBBuBBBuBBBuBuBuBBBuBuBuBBBuBuBuBBBuBBBuBBBuBuBuBBBuB ddddddduduuudududuuuduuuduuudududuuudududuuudududuuuduuuduuudududuuudu dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyydydddydydydddydddydddydydydddydydydddydydydddydddydddydydydddyd GGGGGGGuuuuuuuuuuuuuuGuGGGuGuGuGGGuGGGuGGGuGuGuGGGuGuGuGGGuGuGuGGGuGGGuGGGuGuGuGGGuG yyyyyyyyyyyyyyuyuuuyuyuyuuuyuuuyuuuyuyuyuuuyuyuyuuuyuyuyuuuyuuuyuuuyuyuyuuuyu
Buddy Guy

Cinderella
Home for the Holidays

&
Home for the HolidaysHome for the Holidays

&Judy
Collins

Home for the Holidays

&  Arlo 
  Guthrie

Orchestra Of St. Peter By The Sea
RSI Bank presents
A Holiday Tradition Continues...

B A N K
Since 1851

KNUFFLE BUNNY:
A  C A U T I O N A R Y  M U S I C A L

Kennedy Center Theater for Young Audiences on Tour production of

SATURDAY APRIL 28 8PM

Alliance Rep Theatre Co. presents

GULF VIEW DRIVE by Arlene Hutton. 

Alliance Rep Theatre Co. presents

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES
by Jeanine Dwindell Henry
& Meg Bryant Davenport.
Presented as part of New Jersey Theatre 
Alliance’s Family Week at the Theatre.

Alliance Rep Theatre Co. presents

THE RECEPTIONIST by Adam Bock.

Alliance Rep Theatre Co. presents

ELECTION DAY by Josh Tobiessen.

THEATTHEATTHEA RE SERIES IN

11/01 Juan-Carlos Formell
11/13 Helen Sung, Joel fan
12/11 Geri Allen Christmas Concert

C O N C E R T 
S E R I E S

Next door to the UC PAC

UCPAC is especially grateful to the 
following for their continued support.  Visit 

ucpac.org today and make a donation to 
support the arts in your home town!

City of
Rahway

of
Rahway

of

Merck & Co. Inc.Merck & Co. Inc.

NJ Cultural Trust 

B A N K
Since 1851

The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders

Friends of the
Union County 

Arts Center

The Employees of ConocoPhillipsThe Employees of ConocoPhillips
Bayway Refinery

C L A R K ,  N J

FOUNDATION

Jazz Touring Network

Ronald McDonald House Charities

Ballet with a Latin Beat II 
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo

NJ Ballet Weekend featuring:
Sleeping Beauty

More Split Level Concerts at 
The Loft will be announced 
soon.  Visit ucpac.org for 
more information.

Erin 
McKeown’s

SATURDAY
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Being split by the Rahway 
River, our city has long been 
at the mercy of Mother 
Nature after heavy rains.  For 
as far back as I can 
remember, Rahway residents 
have told stories about a 
tropical storm or nor’easter 
that devastated parts of our 
city.  We have tried, through 
building levees, pump 
stations and flood walls, to 
hold back the Rahway River, 
with varying degrees of 
success.

Hurricane Irene was a 
large and powerful Atlantic 
hurricane that left extensive 
flood and wind damage along 
its path through the 
Caribbean, the United States 
East Coast and as far north 
as Atlantic Canada.  Rahway 
was not spared her wrath.

As the storm approached 
New Jersey, our Office of 
Emergency Management 
worked with County, State 
and Federal officials to begin 
preparations for the storm 
and its aftermath.

Irene dumped 
approximately 10 inches of 
rain on much of New Jersey 
that resulted in catastrophic 
flooding of the Rahway River 
and loss of electric power for 
much of the City.  During 
the storm and in the days 
that followed, City of 
Rahway employees 
performed heroically to keep 
residents and visitors out of 
harm’s way.

Police and fire personnel 
evacuated residents from 
flooded homes by land and 
by boat.  Our crews even 
used a jet ski to rescue a 
resident who found himself 
trapped in rising flood 
waters.  Public Works 
personnel used heavy 
equipment to reach stranded 
residents and manned pump 
stations throughout the night 
to protect lives and property.  
After the storm they directed 
PSE&G to downed power 

lines and helped remove 
fallen trees and branches.  
Other accomplishments 
included (but were not 
limited to): securing road 
closures, pumping out 
flooded basements, restoring 
power, removing debris, 
providing emergency shelter 
and directing citizens 
towards public and private 
assistance.

Following the storm, our 
inspectors examined 
buildings for structural 
damage and for health 
hazards caused by the water.  
�e Department of Public 
Works put in extra effort to 
remove over 12,000 tons of 
trash and debris from in 
front of residences and 
business. 

Now that it is over 2 
months since we crossed 
paths with Irene, there are 
still resources available to 
Rahway residents and 
businesses struggling with 
the aftermath of the 
hurricane.  I invite you to 
visit our Web Site 
(www.cityofrahway.com) or 
our Facebook page (“City of 
Rahway”) for post-flood 
safety tips.

If you are a resident, the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) provides various 
levels of help, from 
temporary housing and 
repair or replacement of your 
home that was not covered 
by insurance.  Funds may also 
be available for other 
necessary expenses and 
serious needs caused by the 
disaster.

FEMA has a satellite 
office at the Cranford 
Community Center (220 
Walnut Ave.) where you may 
meet with FEMA 
representatives and see what 
federal assistance is available 
to you.  You may also register 
with FEMA via telephone 
(800-621-3362) or online at 
www.disasterassistance.gov.  

If you haven’t already 
contacted FEMA, I suggest 
you do so immediately, as the 
deadline for registration is 
October 31.

In the weeks that followed 
Hurricane Irene, I have 
toured many areas of the 
City and met with dozens of 
residents.  Of course, many of 
the stories you have told me 
were difficult and emotional.  
It is not easy to lose 
cherished possessions or the 
place that you call home.  

Preventing the Rahway 
River from flooding is 
certainly a daunting and 
expensive task that may be 
impossible in the long run.  
What we can accomplish as a 
community is to take steps to 
lessen the impact of flooding 
and work together as 
neighbors to assist those in 
need during and after a 
disaster.  I have the 
confidence in our own 
professionals, as well as many 
of you, that we will emerge 
from this storm more 
resilient and more willing to 
assist our fellow Rahway 
residents when trouble 
strikes.

What we can

accomplish as a

community is to

take steps to lessen

the impact of flooding 

and work together

as neighbors to

assist those in need 

during and after

a disaster.   
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�e library is no longer 
necessarily for just books. 
�ese days, patrons come to 
the library to also access the 
Internet or rent DVDs. �at 
is certainly true at the 
Rahway Public Library, 
where these two uses have 
gained relative to book 
circulation in recent years. 

Although this develop-
ment may be concerning to 
some, especially those with a 
deep and long-term interest 
in the printed word, the fact 
that the library remains an 
important source of knowl-
edge, information, and 
entertainment is reassuring 
to me. No matter the media, 
the library is still a first stop, 
a best hope, and the place to 
uncover an unexpected 
surprise, whether the goal is 
educational, professional, or 
related to those increasingly 
rare moments of relaxation 
and free time. 

What is very concerning to 

me, however, is that the 
library might be taken for 
granted. If you stop to think 
about it, the ability to easily 
access information and 
entertainment for no or low 
cost is astounding. In a time 
when a price tag is put upon 
anything (remember airline 
flights without luggage 
fees?), libraries are a terrific 
bargain. 

But libraries are being 
squeezed by the same 
economic pressures that led 
airlines to start charging for 
what they formerly included 
in the price of a ticket. As 
with airlines, consolidation 
of services among indepen-
dent libraries is one way of 
grappling with rising costs. 
We are likely to see more 
such efforts if the economy 
continues to contract.

�e Friends of the Rahway 
Public Library is not both-
ered by changing tastes in 
media, but we are very much 

concerned with helping to 
build a community of active 
and appreciative users of the 
library.  Even more, we’d like 
to enlist this community to 
help us help the library 
navigate challenging times. 

�e Friends of the Rahway 
Public Library is a volunteer 
organization that supports 
the library through fundrais-
ing and volunteer activities. 
We meet monthly; member-
ship rates are: individual, 
$15; families, $20; students 
(under 18) and seniors (over 
55), $5. Information and 
application forms can be 
picked up at the library’s 
reference desk, and more 
information can be found on 
the group’s Facebook page.

Embrace change—join the 
Friends of the Rahway 
Public Library today!

Colin Gittens is President 
of the Friends of the Rahway 
Public Library. 

�e Rahway Police Depart-
ment reminds residents that 
if you reside on a street 
posted "No Parking When 
Road is Snow Covered," you 
are required to remove your 
vehicle from the street when 
it snows. �e Police Depart-
ment needs your cooperation 
so the streets can be plowed 
efficiently and they can be 
kept safe.  If your vehicle is, 

not removed during a 
snowfall, it will be subject to 
a summons and impound-
ment. Please avoid this 
hassle and move your vehicle 
prior to an impending storm.

�e Rahway Traffic Bureau 
has a list of streets that fall 
under this ordinance. For 
more information, contact the 
Bureau at (732) 827-2073. 

Congratulations to this 
year’s graduating class of the 
Rahway Youth Police 
Academy!  �e Youth Police 
Academy is designed to 
provide young adults with a 
better understanding of 
police in today’s society. �is 
academy exposes cadets to 
some of the training, 

procedures and technology 
utilized by police officers in 
order to provide the tools 
necessary to form objective 
opinions regarding police 
action. �e Rahway Police 
Department hopes to 
increase the awareness and 
appreciation of law enforce-
ment and its organization.

If you get an answering machine when calling any of the following numbers, please leave a message 
 and your call will be returned as soon as possible. All area codes are 732 unless otherwise specified.

Accounts Payable ………… 827-2017

Building Inspector ………… 827-2087

City Clerk  …………………827-2100

Community Development  … 827-2193

Comptroller/Finance  ……… 827-2020

Municipal Court …………… 827-2039

Economic Development  ……827-2176

Emergency Management … 827-2053

Engineering ……………… 827-2176

Fire (non emergency)  ………827-2155

Fire Prevention Bureau  ……827-2133

First Aid ………………… 827-2013

Health Department ……… 827-2085

Mayor’s Office …………… 827-2009

Municipal Administrator …… 827-2001

Police (non emergency) …… 827-2200

Public Works ……………… 827-2060

Recreation ……………… 669-3600

Recreation Hot Line ……… 827-2095

Recycling ………………… 827-2159

Tax Assessor ……………… 827-2030

Tax Collector ……………… 827-2050

United Water ………… (877) 303-2435

Vital Statistics …………… 827-2085

Helpful Numbers
Board of Education ……… 396-1000

RWJ Hospital ………………381-4200

Rahway Library …………… 340-1551

NJ Transit …………… (973) 275-5555

P.A.L. …………………… 669-3610

P.A.L. Hot Line …………… 827-2097

Parking Authority ………… 381-8778

Post Office ……………… 388-3264

Rahway Center Partnership …396-3545

Rahway Chiefs …………… 827-2191

Rahway Y.M.C.A. ………… 388-0057

Union County 

Performing Arts Center ……499-8226

Rahway Schools
Superintendent’s Office …… 396-1020

Business Administrator  ……396-1010

Services for Children ……… 396-1035

Rahway High School  ……… 396-1100

Intermediate School ……… 396-1025

Grover Cleveland School  . .… 396-1040

Franklin School …………… 396-1050

Madison School …………… 396-1070

Roosevelt School ………… 396-1060

Rahway Youth
Police Academy

MEDIA CHANGES,

NEED FOR
LIBRARY
SUPPORT
REMAINS
By Colin Gittens

Keep Our Streets
Safe in the Snow!

Is Your
Street Light Working?

R A H W AY  M U N I C I P A L  D I R E C T O R Y

To report a street light out in your neighborhood, 
visit PSE&G on the internet at www.pseg.com, call
(800) 436-PSEG (7734) or fill out and fax a form available 
on the City of Rahway web site.  

Please have the following information available:

· �e location of the street light
· �e nearest cross street
· �e pole number (usually located on a metal strip 
 attached to the pole)
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THE CITY OF RAHWAY 
is a participant in a federally 
subsidized program that 
enables property owners to 
purchase flood insurance with 
a 15% discount on their flood 
insurance premiums.  �e 
National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP), adminis-
tered by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA), requires that the 
City adopt specific flood 
damage reduction education, 
planning and building criteria.

In an effort to inform 
residents and property owners 
of the presence of flood 
hazards in Rahway and to 
suggest possible actions that 
may be taken to protect 
persons and property, the 
following article is being sent 
to you because the City of 
Rahway has many flood prone 
areas and your property may 
be susceptible to flooding. 

Flood Insurance
Most homeowner insurance 
policies do not cover losses 
due to floods.  However, since 
Rahway is a participant in the 
NFIP, it is possible for 
property owners to obtain 
federally backed flood 
insurance.  �is insurance is 
available to any owner of 
insurable property (a building 
or its contents) in Rahway.  
Tenants may also insure their 
personal property against 
flood loss.  Also, most flood 
insurance policy holders in 
Rahway benefit from 
premium discounts.  �is is 
due to the City’s extensive 
efforts to obtain credits, 
through the Community 
Rating system (CRS), to 
maintain specific measures for 
flood damage reduction.

�e City strongly urges you 
to buy flood insurance as 
needed to protect yourself 
from devastating losses due to 
flooding.  Following the 
purchase of flood insurance, 
NFIP imposes a 30-day 
waiting period, so residents 
should purchase insurance 
before the onset of the rainy 
season to ensure coverage 
during the flooding season.  
You can find out if your 
property is located in a special 
flood hazard area through the 
Office of the City Engineer 
at (732) 827-2176.

The local flood hazard
�e areas in and around the 
North and South Branches of 
the Rahway River, the 
Robinson’s Branch of the 
Rahway River, the Orchard 
St. Brook, Maurice Avenue 
Brook, Milton Lake, Rahway 

River Park and certain other 
watercourses are subject to 
flooding.  Flooding occurs in 
Rahway because the flood 
carrying capacities of the river 
channels are exceeded, which 
is caused by a number of 
factors, such as record rainfall 
intensities and increased 
impervious surfaces due to 
upstream development.  
Floodplain maps, charts, 
reports and studies that 
document these areas are 
available for review in the 
Department of Engineering 
and also available for review 
at the Rahway Public Library.

Flood protection 
assistance
�e City Engineer’s office 
can provide technical assis-
tance relating to flood 
elevations and data on 
historical flooding, and is 
available to advise owners of 
appropriate flood protection 
measures.  �e City also has 
copies of elevation certificates 
for some properties in the 
floodplain.  City staff mem-
bers are available to undertake 
site visits, if requested and 
authorized, to review flood, 
drainage, and sewer issues.  
Please contact the Engineer-
ing Department at (732) 
827-2176 for this service.

Flood safety
Following is a list of impor-
tant considerations that 
should be followed during 
times of flooding:
1. Keep children away from 
flood waters, ditches, culverts 
and storm drains.
2. Evacuate the flood hazard 
area in times of impending 
flood or when advised to do 
so by the police or fire 
department.
3. In your home, turn off 
flood prone electrical circuits 
and shut off the water and gas 
service valves. 
4. Do not walk through 
flowing water.  Currents can 
be deceptive; six-inches of 
moving water can sweep you 
off your feet.
5. Do not drive through a 
flooded area.  More people 
drown in their cars than 
anywhere else.  Do not drive 
around road barriers; the road 
or bridge may be washed out.  
If your car stalls in high water, 
abandon it immediately and 
seek higher ground.
6. During times of heavy 
rainfall monitor the level of 
water in the drainage way.
7. Plan escape routes to high 
ground.
8. Know the following flood 
warning system.

Flood warning system
When the City of Rahway is 
expecting or experiencing 
inclement weather that may 
include heavy rain, residents 
in flood prone areas or low 
lying area are urged to plan 
preventative actions to protect 
life and property.

Residents are urged to 
monitor frequently weather 
and flood conditions that are 
broadcast over local radio and 
television stations.  Residents 
will be provided with flood 
watch and flood warning 
advisories.  A flood watch 
advisory indicates that the 
potential for a flood exists in 
the watch area, while a flood 
warning indicates that a flood 
has been detected.

Comcast Channel 34 
covers the City and will issue 
timely updated information.  
�is station is part of the 
Emergency Broadcast System 
(EBS) as are local television 
stations Channel 5 & 9.  
Radio station NJ 101.5 FM 
will also carry EBS messages.

In extreme situations, 
personnel of the Rahway 
Office of Emergency Man-
agement or Department of 
Public Safety will conduct 
“Route Altering” within flood 
prone areas to advise residents 
to move to higher ground 
prior to water levels reaching 
critical stages.

Property protection 
measures
�ere are various actions 
which can be taken to 
flood-proof structures.  
Depending upon the situa-
tion, location and availability 
of funds, the following 
measures can be used:
a) Install a sump pump 
system to dispose of infiltrat-
ing water to grade outside of 
the structure;
b) Move essential items and 
furniture to the upper floors 
of your home;
c) Elevate electrical and 
mechanical equipment in the 
basement;
d) Flood proof walls, 
windows and doors;
e) Construct flood walls or 
closures;
f ) �e most effective way to 
flood-proof a structure is to 
elevate it.
g) During times of flooding, 
homes that have not been 
retrofitted can be protected 
during emergencies by the 
installation of sandbags.

Floodplain development 
regulations
Please be advised that all 
development, including filling 

of land located in a special 
flood hazard area, is regu-
lated differently from other 
areas and may require a 
permit.    Contact the Office 
of the City Engineer at (732) 
827-2176 for further infor-
mation and prior to under-
taking any activity within the 
floodplain or if you see 
non-permitted building or 
filling in the floodplain.  

Recognize the natural and 
beneficial functions of 
floodplains to help reduce 
flooding

Floodplains are a natural 
component of the City of 
Rahway environment.  
Understanding and protect-
ing the natural functions of 
floodplains help reduce flood 
damage and protect 
resources.  When flooding 
spreads out across the 
floodplain, its energy is 
dissipated, which results in 
lower flood flows down-
stream, reduced erosion of 
the stream bank and channel, 
deposition of sediments 
higher in the watershed, and 
improved groundwater 
recharge.  Floodplains are 
scenic, valued wildlife 
habitats, and suitable for 
residential gardening.  Poorly 
planned development in 
floodplains can lead to 
stream bank erosion, loss of 
valuable property, increased 
risk of flooding to down-
stream properties, and 
degradation of water quality.  
A number of County and 
Municipal parks like the 
Rahway River Parkway and 
Milton Lake Park preserve 
the stream corridor and 
prevent development in 
perpetuity.

Drainage system 
maintenance
In addition to regulating 
development and fill within 
the flood hazard area, the 
City of Rahway and State of 
New Jersey have regulations 
prohibiting dumping in 
channels, obstructing flows 
or any activity that would 
adversely effect the water-
carrying capacity of any 
channel, floodway or flood-
plain.  It has been demon-
strated that regulating 
development and maintain-
ing drainage systems can 
alleviate recurrent flooding 
which endangers life and 
damages property and 
facilities.  Any activities that 
may be in violation of these 
regulations should be 
reported to the Department 
of Engineering at (732) 
827-2176.

Substantial improvement 
requirements
With respect to requirements 
of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) 
relative to substantial 
improvement in the flood 
plain, please be advised that if 
the cost of reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, additions, or 
other improvement to a 
building or home equals or 
exceeds 50 percent of the 
building’s market value, then 
the building must meet the 
same flood plain construction 
requirements as a new 
building.  Substantially 
damaged buildings must also 
be brought up to the same 
standards.

�is requirement means 
elevating the lowest floor, 
including basement and 
certain utility systems, one (1) 
foot above the base flood 
elevation, which is the 
100-year flood elevation.

Map of the local flood 
hazard area:

To determine whether your 
property is located within a 
special flood hazard area, 
FEMA’s Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRM) are 
available at the Office of the 
City Engineer at One City 
Hall Plaza, Rahway, New 
Jersey 07065.  �e maps are 
also available at the City of 
Rahway’s website at 
http://www.cityofrahway.com 
or FEMA’s Map Service 
Center website at 
www.msc.fema.gov.

Important Contact 
Information:

City of Rahway 
Internet Home Page: 
http://www.cityofrahway.com

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA)
Phone: 425 487-4600
Web: http://www.fema.
gov/nfip

FEMA Map Service Center: 
http://www.msc.fema.gov

The National Flood Insurance 
Program: 
http://www.fema.gov/
business.nfip

City of Rahway Public Library: 
http://catalog.rahway.org

Hiring a Contractor: 
http://www.state.nj.us/lps/
ca/contractors/
consumercont.htm

C I T Y  O F  R A H W A Y :  F L O O D  P R O T E C T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N



Rainbow In Rahway
New Jersey-based artist reclaims form

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  A R T S  &  C U L T U R E  I N  D O W N T O W N  R A H W A Y

W W W . A R T S R A H WAY . C O M6

Arts Guild
New Jersey

Arts Guild New Jersey offers 
a variety of art classes and 
workshops for adults with all 
levels of experience, as well as 
teens and children.  All 
classes are taught by experi-
enced, qualified faculty, many 
of whom have advanced 
degrees in fine art. 

Adult classes are offered 
weekdays with day and 
evening times available. 
One-day adult workshops are 
usually held on Saturdays, 
and classes for kids and teens 
are offered after school and 
Saturdays.
 

For the complete schedule of 
classes and workshops, visit 
AGNJ.org

Arts Guild New Jersey
(732) 381-7511
1670 Irving Street
 

All exhibitions are free 
to the public and wheelchair accessible

NEXUS NJ 2011: Juried Exhibit 
for NJ Artists
October 23 – 
November 17
Reception: Sunday, 
October 23, 1-4 p.m.
Juror: Dr. Rocío Aranda-
Alvarado
�is annual exhibit reveals the 
talent, skill and perspective of 
artists from the Garden State: 
Jennifer Lynn Bates, Olga 
Mercedes Bautista, Patricia Bender, 
Seanna Noonan Book, Jacques 
Bredy, Ron Brown, Monica Camin, 
Fred Cole, Pam Cooper, Jane Dell, 
Darlene Foster, Tracie Fracasso, 
Janice Gossman, Mort Herman, 
Lauren Lehman, Jessica Lenard, 
Abby Levine, Laura Levy, Miranda 
Maher, Leonard Merlo, Victoria 
Plummer, Sumukha Ravishankar, 
Robert Richardson, Lisa Sanders, 
and Florence Wint.

TOYS & TOONS
November 27, 2011 –  
January 5, 2012
Reception: Sunday, 
November 27, 1-4 p.m.
Curator: Lawrence Cappiello
An exhibit of artwork inspired by 
or incorporating actual cartoon 
characters, artwork created in comic 
book format or style, or work that 
includes images and/or reference to 
toys, is made as a toy or is made 
from toys.

STUDENT, FACULTY and 
MEMBERS SHOW
January 15 – 
February 2, 2012
Reception: Sunday, 
January 15, 1-4 p.m.
Showcase exhibition of artwork by 
Arts Guild New Jersey’s outstand-
ing faculty, students and members.

ROAD TRIP: MY AMERICA
February 12 – 
March 15, 2012
Reception:  Sunday,
February 12, 1-4 p.m.
Curated by Rachael Faillace
In much the same way a true 
American road trip links together 
national landmarks, roadside 
attractions, and cultural hotspots 
over the course of many miles, 
ROAD TRIP: MY AMERICA 
weaves together a number of 
uniquely American themes.  �is 
group show features the works in 
various mediums from more than a 
dozen artists.

A SUM OF HER PARTS
March 25 – April 26, 2012
Reception: Sunday, 
March 25, 1-4 p.m.
Curated by Bonnie Gloris
Ever heard the expression ‘gone to 
pieces’? �is is usually in reference 
to a woman who has lost her 
composure, gotten emotional, and 
(God-forbid) cried. In “A Sum of 
Her Parts” the unifying motif is a 
more literal portrayal of this phrase. 
�e exhibition includes artworks 
that depict physically fragmented 
women with a variety of implica-
tions and interpretations.

PRISMATIC
May 6 – June 7, 2012
Reception: Sunday, May 6, 
1-4 p.m.
Curated by Rachael Faillace
A wide spectrum of works 
demonstrating color as a main 
element to create form and 
meaning.

Graffiti. Tagging. Aerosol 
Art. Painting. Street murals. 

What’s in a name? NJ-based 
artist Leon Rainbow gets 
right to the point on his 
medium that is sometimes 
too quickly linked to its 
rebellious roots.        
 
“It’s Art,” explains Rainbow, 
who has received national and 
international acclaim for his 
unique style with spray paint. 
“Graffiti can be productive or 
destructive–it all depends on 
what people want to do with 
it.” 

Brick Mob, a future retailer in 
the Rahway Arts District, 
wants to feature this increas-
ingly popular style when its 
Irving Street storefront opens 
later this year. Brick Mob is a 
management and production 
company that promotes up 
and coming musicians; the 
storefront will feature an 
assortment of personal and 
home products, from clothing 
and coffee to incense and 
candles. 

Rainbow partnered with 
fellow aerosol artist Demer at 
the end of August to bring 
the Brick Mob store to life. 
“�e owners gave us ideas 
and themes with their logo 
and products, and then we get 

to freestyle,” Rainbow said. 
“�ere are traditions and 
techniques to this style and I 
blend that with my own 
creative freedom to fit the 
environment.” 

According to Rainbow that 
“place” refers to both the store 
and the town: “I really like the 
energy in Rahway. People are 
curious and were stopping by 
the store to watch us work. 
It’s important to have that 
mindset, to be open to 
different mediums and styles.”

�e intrigue that Rahway 
residents expressed towards 
this artist and his one-of-a-
kind work is common, which 
has given Rainbow an 
opportunity to reach even 
higher with his impact. “I 
present Aerosol Art in a 
positive, progressive manner. 
It’s a beautiful art form and 
there’s cultural significance, 
which leads to a learning 
opportunity in both life and 
Art. I teach youth and adult 
graffiti classes, conduct 
workshops, hold festivals and 
really try to bring all of the 
Arts together. �at variety is 
what keeps it interesting for 
everyone.”

For more information and to 
see more of Leon’s work visit: 
LeonRainbow.com

Pre-K students 
experience art in 
Rahway schools
Arts Guild New Jersey is 
pleased to provide art 
instruction to students in 
the Pre-K program in the 
Rahway Public School 
district in their class-
rooms during the 2011-
12 school year.  �rough 
guided hands-on projects, 
young children explore 
their creativity and 
develop an understanding 
of basic shapes and colors, 
while building a basic 
vocabulary of art and 
art-making techniques.  
�is program is made 
possible in part by a 2011 
H.E.A.R.T. grant from 
the Union County Board 
of Chosen Freeholders 
and a grant from Target.

enced, qualified faculty, many 
of whom have advanced 
degrees in fine art. 

are offered after school and 
Saturdays.

1670 Irving Street

All exhibitions are free 
to the public and wheelchair accessible

NEXUS NJ 2011: Juried Exhibit 

Reception: Sunday, 

STUDENT, FACULTY and 
MEMBERS SHOW
January 15 – 
February 2, 2012
Reception: Sunday, 

PRISMATIC
May 6 – June 7, 2012
Reception: Sunday, May 6, 
1-4 p.m.
Curated by Rachael Faillace

FALL 2011-WINTER 2012 EXHIBITS

DISCOVERre
Art for All!
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RAHWAY’S UNIQUE

SENIORSCENE
For more information on any item listed below, 
please call the Rahway Division of Senior Services at 

(732) 827-2016
Mayor Proctor’s

Birthday Breakfast Club
One of the favorite special events run by the Division of Senior Services is Mayor Proctor’s Birth-
day Breakfast.  Depending on what month your birthday falls, you and a guest will be invited to the 
Rahway Senior Center and treated to a full breakfast along with other members of the Club.  To 
register, please call (732) 827-2016.  Everyone registered will receive an invitation in the mail with 
the date and time of the particular Birthday Breakfast.  Anyone previously registered who has not 
responded to the invitation in the last year must re-register.

Senior Citizen I.D. Card Program
�is City-wide program to furnish Rahway Seniors, ages 62 and older, with free photo identifica-
tion cards is continuing.  Stop by the Senior Center with a proof of residency and age and we will 
sign you up to receive your card.  You will then be notified by mail when you will have your picture 
taken and the I.D. card issued.  For more information, call the Senior Center at (732) 827-2016.

Handyman Program
�is program is for Rahway Seniors, 62 years or older, who own their own home and earn $45,100 
for a single person household and $51,550 for a couple.  Income limits increase by $4,000 for each 
individual person in the household. Proof of income and insurance must be provided.  Types of 
repairs that can be done are caulking, repairing a leaky faucet, installing smoke alarms, replacing 
door handles and minor carpentry.  

Estate Attorney
�e County of Union Division on Aging has on its staff an experienced Estate Attorney who will 
visit us on November 17.  He will review any existing powers of attorney, advanced medical 
directives or wills or prepare new documents at no charge.  If interested, please contact our office at 
(732) 827-2016 to set up an appointment.

Senior Citizen

Bus Transportation
Bus transportation is available to all Rahway residents 62 years of age and older.  Please call the 
Golden Age Towers at (732) 499-7930 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. to arrange trans-
portation.

Retired Men’s Club
Meets every Monday 
at 1 p.m.
Pres. John Klandt
(732) 381-4203

Merck Retirees
Meets 1st Tuesday of 
each month at 12 noon 
Pres. Cliff Lenox
(732) 572-2251

Ladies Golden Age Club
Meets every Wednesday 
at 12:15 p.m.
Pres. Phyllis Nicholas
(732) 574-1676

Retired Railroaders
Meets 1st Saturday of 
the month at 11 a.m. 
Pres. Edward Witos
(732) 738-7189

A.A.R.P. Chapter #607
Meets 2nd Thursday of
the month at 12 p.m.   
Pres. Delores Franklin
(732) 499-7986

Union County Minority 
Task Force
Meets every other 1st 
Friday of month at 12 p.m.
President Elaine Haith
(732) 428-4800

Blood Pressure Screen-
ing
Rahway Senior Center - 
third Wednesday of month 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.                   
Nov. 16, 2011     
Dec. 21, 2011
Jan. 18, 2012
Feb. 15, 2012
Mar. 21, 2012
                   
Rahway Library -
first Tuesday of month
3 p.m. – 4 p.m.                 
Dec.6, 2011   
Jan. 3, 2012  
Feb. 7, 2012   
Mar. 6, 2012 
 
 
 

Dancing at the Annual Senior PicnicSeniors enjoy lunch at the Annual Senior Picnic

Seniors knit to help others
Ladies from the Helping Hands Club have made hundreds of afghans, lap robes, hats and shawls. �eir handiwork has been donated to those 
in need at local hospitals and nursing homes.

Front row, from left, are Josephine Egidio, Betty Varadi, Melida Cabezas and Rhoda Dorrbecker.  Back row, from left, are Nancy Saliga, Pat Keenan and 
Sally Nadler.  Missing are Mary McArdle, Victoria Meinga, Laura Sandhorst and Dolores Surma.

Rahway Senior Clubs
Meeting Schedule

The following clubs meet at the Rahway Senior Center:



Ny’a Is Back!
Local artist releases new single “I Need You”
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It’s been a busy summer at 
the new Hamilton Stage and 
the 220-seat theater doesn’t 
open its doors until 2012! 
Dozens of performing arts 
groups have submitted their 
Expression of Interest forms 
to become house performers 
of the theatre, known as 
“Artistic Affiliates.” Applica-
tions have been coming in 
from theater acts, dance 
companies, musicians and 
even youth performing arts 
groups.

Located on Hamilton Street 
and named after U.S. Found-
ing Father Alexander Hamil-

ton, the site of the future 
stage has been progressing 
steadily for several months. 
Construction is well under-
way at the former Bell 
Building, where steel and 
concrete have begun to rise 
and run, creating an architec-
tural piece of art. You never 
know what new art form 
you’ll find in the Rahway 
Arts District!

For more information 
contact:

Richard T. Bryant
(973) 295-6530
rtbryant@artsba.com

She’s a mother and a wife. An 
event coordinator, aerobics 
instructor and a basketball 
coach. She’s also a Gold 
Certified musician and has 
called Rahway home for 
more than 15 years. You 
might know her as Tracey 
Napoleon, but millions of 
fans throughout the U.S. and 
in more than 40 countries 
across Europe and Africa 
know her as R&B sensation 
Ny’a.

After a six year hiatus from 
the recording studio, Ny’a 
(pronounced Nigh-uh) 
returned to the microphone 
in 2011 with her new hit 
single “I Need You.”

“I came across a track that 
really worked for me,” Ny’a 
explained to ArtsRahway, “so 
I went home and wrote on it, 
put my voice into lyrics, and  
‘I Need You’ emerged. ” 
Inspired by her husband 

Eugene, “I Need You” is a 
positive take on relationships 
and the loving man in her 
life. “If you listen to the radio 
you’ll hear a lot of male 
bashing. I wrote this anthem 
for all the ladies who have a 
strong man by their side.”

Ny’a wrote her first hit single 
in poetry class back in 1996. 
“I love to write. When you 
put words on paper it’s 
storytelling, but when you 
take that story into the studio 
it becomes bigger than words. 
Songwriting is my creative 
outlet, and as an artist I put 
my all into the music.”

Visit iTunes, 
www.cdbaby.com/cd/nya2, 
or your favorite digital 
distributor to download 
Ny’a’s new hit single “I Need 
You.” Be sure to keep your 
eyes and ears open in the 
Arts District for more on this 
local musician.

After a year serving as general 
manager, long-time Rahway 
resident Samson Steinman has 
been named Executive 
Director of the Union County 
Performing Arts Center. As 
general manager, Mr. Stein-
man led UC PAC’s daily 
operations reporting to 
Interim Executive Director 
James Kennedy, who fulfilled 
this role in a part-time, 
volunteer basis. 

“What we have valued most 
about Samson has been his 
rare combination of adminis-
trative, financial, creative 
problem-solving and people 
skills,” said Mr. Kennedy.  
“Now that he has the reins 
fully we look forward to UC 
PAC’s continued growth.” 

Working with the Board, 
elected officials, volunteers, 
staff, and outsourced services, 
Mr. Steinman has already 
executed a major 
re-positioning of UCPAC 

programming and marketing, 
drawing such headliners as 
Grammy Award winner 
Esperanza Spalding and 
Five-time Grammy winner 
Michael McDonald. He also 
introduced a stellar comedy 
line-up including Joan Rivers 
and Howie Mandel. On the 
cultural front, he helped to 
engineer New Jersey’s only 
performance by the United 
Nation’s Pan Asian Symphony 
Orchestra while supporting 
return engagements by the 

New Jersey Ballet and a variety 
of children’s programs. 

Restored in 2008 to its 
Vaudeville-era glory, this 
1,365-seat theater is the 
linchpin of the Rahway Arts 
District and is fast emerging as 
a regional destination for 
high-quality performing arts, 
entertainment, and commu-
nity engagement. 
 
Following the announcement 
of their new director, the 
Union County PAC released 
its 2011 Fall/Winter schedule 
following a summer of 
extensive capital improvement 
projects. Sponsored by the 
Union County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders and the 
“Preserve Union County 2011 
Grant,” these projects include 
renovations to the stage house 
and rigging as well as upgrades 
to audio, scenic, and lighting 
systems–all ready and waiting 
to welcome audiences in the 
new season.

See the list of upcoming 
performances below and be 
sure to visit UCPAC.org for 
tickets and more information 
on performers.

The Laramie Project
A play by Moises Kaufman
A breathtaking theatrical collage 
culled from over 200 interviews 
detailing the reactions of the 
residents of Laramie, Wyoming to 
the 1998 murder of a gay University 
of Wyoming student, Matthew 
Shepard.  
October 13 – 29  •  8 p.m.
 
Buddy Guy 
With his new album, Living Proof, 
Guy takes a hard look back at a 
remarkable life.
Friday • November 4  •  8 p.m.
 
New Jersey Ballet's
CINDERELLA 
�is beautiful full two-act ballet has a 
beautiful Cinderella, a handsome 
Prince, two wickedly funny 
stepsisters, and a Pumpkin that turns 
into a Coach before your very eyes!
Sunday • November 6  •  3 p.m.

Judy Collins & Arlo Guthrie: "Home 
for the Holidays" 
A Grammy Award winning singer 
songwriter, Judy Collins is drawn to 
music of hope that speaks to the 
heart. Folk music icon Arlo Guthrie 
is a legendary artist who shares 
timeless stories and unforgettable 
classic songs as he carries on the 
Guthrie family legacy.
Sunday • November 27  •  7  p.m.
 
Erin McKeown's 
Anti-Holiday Show 
Presented in �e Loft at Union 
County PAC - Limited Seating 
Available 
Saturday • December 3  •  8 p.m.

A Rockin' Holiday Celebration 
starring Bobby Rydell, Jay Siegel & 
�e Tokens, �e Chantels, and 
more... 
Friday • December 9  •  8  p.m.

Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea 
Don't miss your chance to welcome 
the holiday season with the elegance 
and grace of Father Alphonse 
Stephenson and the spectacular 
sound of the Orchestra of St. Peter 
by the Sea.
Saturday • December 10  •  8 p.m.
 
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary 
Musical 
Script and Lyrics by Mo Willems
Sunday • December 11  •  3 p.m.

“What we have 

valued most about 

Samson has been his 

rare combination 

of administrative, 

financial, creative 

problem-solving and 

people skills,” 

said Mr. Kennedy. 
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Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea NJ Ballet's Cinderella

Erin McKeown

Buddy Guy

Sam Steinman

Hamilton Stage
Draws Plenty
of ”Interest“

UC PAC ENTERS NEW ERA



The Experience of Life
ArtsRahway recently
caught up with 
LightSoundSpace 
owner Jim Luce to 
get the scoop on one 
of the most stylistic, 
inspirational corners 
in Rahway.
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Arts Guild NJ
1670 Irving St.

Marcel Truppa Gallery
1663 Irving St.

St. Georges Art Glass
1659 Irving St.

JoAnn Lynch Art Gallery
1657 Irving St.

Saliga/Markey Realty
208 Central Ave.

Kim’s in the Mix
221 W. Main St.

Rose City Tattoo
219 W. Main St.

UC PAC / Loft
1601 Irving St.

LightSoundSpace
1591 Irving St.

Patria Restaurant
169 W. Main St.

La Malinche Restaurant
1588 Irving St.

Smoker’s Den
1580 Irving St.

Sabor Peruano Restaurant
1578 Irving St.

Gino’s Pizzeria
1576 Irving St.

�e Edge Gallery
1565 Irving St.

Hellhound Studios
1605 Coach St.

�e Captive Bead
1565 Irving St.

Bianca’s Deli
1561 Irving St.

YMCA
1558 Irving St.

Eye on You Family Eyecare
1535 Irving St.

Chessmates
1591 Irving St.

Park Square at Rahway
1590 Irving St.

Mr. Apple Pie
1524 Irving St.

Bragg’s Barber Shop
1522 Irving St.

On’Ja Unisex Salon
1520 Irving St.

Kennedy Jewelers
1519 Irving St.

�e Academy of Music
1516 Irving St.

Northfield Bank
1515 Irving St.

RSI Bank
1500 Irving St.

�e Gilded Lillie
18 Poplar St.

Tarnished Swan Antiques
11 Poplar St.

Luciano’s Ristorante
1579 Main St.

Kingdom Karate
1537 Main St.

Pampered Paws
1470 Main St.

Skaff ’s Corner Pharmacy
1510 Main St.

Little Portugal
1507 Main St.

Bridges Book Center
1488 Main St.

Sound-O-Rama Records
1483 Main St.

Flynn’s Irish Pub & Steakhouse
1482 Main St.

Def Def Clothing
1475 Main St.

Cubanu Restaurant & Lounge
1467 Main St.

Niece’s Pieces
1464 Main St.

Nancy’s Townhouse
1453 Main St.

CJ Villa Furniture
1449 Main St.

�e Gilded Lillie
1433 Main St.

Wizdom Media
1409 Main St.

Aromalicious Pastry
85 E. Cherry St.

�e Waiting Room
66 E. Cherry St.

Cherry Street Farmers Market
66 E. Cherry St.

Rahway Grill
47 E. Cherry St.

Casa Borinquen
44 E. Cherry St.

Jerz Land Ink
88 E. Cherry St.

�e Railhouse 1449
1449 Irving St.

Rahway Dance �eatre
1439 Irving St.

Wells Fargo Bank
1420 Irving St.

Indigo Hotel at Skyview
1 Carriage City Plaza

Mango’s Grill
1349 Fulton St.

Michelino’s Pizzeria
79 E. Milton Ave.

Rahway Public Library
2 City Hall Plaza

Rahway Recreation Center
275 E. Milton Ave.

Edward Jones
Walter Makarucha, FA
1 Carriage City Plaza

Times of Grace Art Gallery
1417 Main St.

COMING SOON:
Brick Mob
�e Art of the Pastry

ArtsRahway: You recently 
changed names. What is 
behind the shift from “Con-
servatory” to “LightSound-
Space?”

Jim Luce: LightSoundSpace 
highlights all that we have to 
offer: world-class concerts, art 
gallery, hi-fi home audio 
equipment, photography, 
musical production, vinyl, and 
a media lab for alternative 
youth education. Of course we 
still have the Fazioli Pianos 
but LightSoundSpace is so 
much more than Italian 
instruments.  

AR: Working with youth and 
education seems to be a new 
direction – could you explain 
that? 

JL: We’ve always offered music 
lessons for children and young 
adults, but we now provide 
students in the area with a 
state-of-the-art media lab to 
learn creative digital skills like 
music production and graphic 
design. �ese fields employ 
millions of people everyday 
and these job skills can be very 
useful in our new economy.  
It’s important for the next 
generation to see what career 
paths are out there and 
available.

AR: What projects are you 
most excited about right now?

JL: �ere are two. First, we’re 
hosting a Music Invitational 
this fall. LightSoundSpace 
reached out to music teachers 
around Rahway and through-
out Union County and invited 
them to bring their top piano 
students to our space for a 
recital. We’re going to record 
and photograph their perfor-
mance and use it as a learning 
opportunity for everyone. 

For the longer term we’re 
working on a photography 
project to document the 
Rahway Arts District. We’re 
going to take portraits of the 
many faces that represent the 
life and character of the 
Rahway Arts: from artists to 
audiences to gallery owners 
and everyone in between. My 
wife Genevieve and I are really 
excited about that project – 
stay tuned…

AR: Break down the elements 
of your new name for our 
readers.

JL: Light: Light is literally and 
figuratively expansion, and 
here at LightSoundSpace it’s a 
reflection of our creative spirit. 
�is is a place for creativity 
and a hands-on exploration of 
the arts, from photography to 
digital media to our new 
gallery space for local artists.    

Sound: We offer a heightened 
experience for audiences and 
musicians. Poetry and radio 
and vinyl and instruments – 
it’s storytelling – these are 
stories about the rich experi-
ences we all share in life. Our 
modern world leaves little 
room for listening and that’s 
exactly what we focus on here: 
the Sound of Life. 

Space: �is space represents 
the heart and soul of the 
Rahway Arts District. We 
want people of all ages and 
walks of life to experience the 
visual arts, instruments, 
concerts, musical production, 
photography, digital media and 
more. �is is your space and 
we want to share it with you. 
We want you to experience 
Art right here, with us, in 
Rahway.

Fall Concert Series:
Nov 3:  Juan Carlos Formell
Nov 13:  Joel Fan and 
 Helen Sung
Dec 11: Geri Allen 
 Christmas Concert
LightSoundSpace
1591 Irving Street
lightsoundspace.com

Arts & Culture in Downtown Rahway

Poetry and radio

and vinyl and

instruments – 

it’s storytelling

– these are stories 

about the rich

experiences we all 

share in life. 

where to go, what to do, when to do it.
Everything you need to know to be part of the
Rahway Arts District renaissance.ArtsRahway.com 




